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BIOGRAPHY: Since the 1968 premiere of Second Composition for Large Orchestra by the Seattle Symphony, David Kechley has produced works in all genres 
which have been performed both nationally and internationally including commissions and performances by the Minnesota Orchestra, Boston Pops, Cleveland 
Orchestra, North Carolina Symphony, Vienna Saxophone Quartet, Colorado Symphony and the Minneapolis Guitar Quartet.

Kechley was awarded a Fellowship from the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation in 1979 and has twice received grants from the National Endowment 
for the Arts.  Five Ancient Lyrics on Poems by Sappho was first prize winner of the 1980-81 Shreveport Symphony Composers' Competition and Concerto for 
Violin and Strings won the 1979 Opus I Chamber Orchestra Contest for Ohio Composers.  In the Dragon's Garden, a work for guitar and alto saxophone, was winner 
of the 1995 Lee Ettelson Prize and Lightning Images, an orchestral work, received honorable mention in the 1994 ASCAP Nissim Competition.  Kechley has also 
received Artist Fellowships from the North Carolina Arts Council in 1985 and the Massachusetts Cultural Council in 1995.  Born in Seattle, Washington, March 16, 
1947, Kechley was educated at University of Washington and Cleveland Institute of Music.  He presently teaches at Williams College.

PERFORMANCE RIGHTS for this work are licenced through the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers(ASCAP).  Both PINE VALLEY 
PRESS and the composer are ASCAP members and receive royalties based upon performances of this and other works.  As an ASCAP licencee, your organization 
is responsible for reporting all performances to ASCAP and other licencing organizations on a periodic basis.  This is usually done by sending copies of all 
performance programs to the ASCAP New York office.  However, on such concerts as those for young people, family or school concerts, etc. one "universal" 
program often is used or there may be no printed program at all.  In such cases it is necessary to make a written record of such performances, the works performed 
and the performances.  This can be done in letter form and mailed directly to the following:

Pamela Massey
Symphony and Concert Division
American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers
ASCAP Building
One Lincoln Plaza
New York, NY 10023

Please send a copy of this letter to PINE VALLEY PRESS at the above address.  
Thank you for your cooperation in this important matter.

Orchestral Requirements
Piccolo
2 Flutes
2 Oboes
English Horn
2 Clarinets in Bb
Bb Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon
4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in C
3 Trombones
Tuba
Percussion 1
 Vibraphone
  Bongos
  Small Maracas
  Small Cowbell
  Crash Cymbals

Percussion 2
  Xylophone
   Marimba(low A)
   Congas(2)
   Large Maracas
   Small Woodblock
   Small Snare Drum
Percussion 3
  Tom toms(2 small)
    Small Suspended Cymbal
   Medium Suspended Cymbal
   Medium Woodblock(M.W.B.)
   Large Cowbell(L.C.B.)
   Cabasa 
Percussion 4/Timpani
  Large Suspended Cymbal
   Medium Cow Bell(M.C.B.)
   Large Woodlblock(L.W.B.)
   Shaker
   Timpani(5) Bars 265-277
Piano
Harp
Strings (divisi)

PROGRAM NOTES:  Tuahku:  A Dark Samba for Orchestra is the second in a series of orchestral works which 
could be called “crossover” in that they combine various popular styles with a more classical method of development 
and orchestral techniques.  The title and subtitle are quite different in that the first refers to a place of inspiration and 
the second to the actual style of the music.  

The word, Tuahku , is an attempt to spell the native American, Lushootseed name for that place which is now widely 
know as Mt. Rainier.  This 14,000 majestic peak is probably the best know symbol of the Pacific Northwest where I 
was living at the time I conceived and completed most of the piece. Tuahku  must have been an inspiration for people 
living near it for thousands of years.  As a dormant, not dead, volcano, this deceptively peaceful snow capped 
landmark has its dark and threatening side as it hides tremendous power and energy far below.  Although the first 
performance of the work took place at the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston, the west coast premiere 
was given by the Auburn Symphony in full view of the mountain itself.

The subtitle, Dark Samba, refers to the “doubletime” samba-like rhythmic pattern which underlies the entire piece 
from the crashing opening throughout the more reflective and somewhat foreboding sections.  There is no intent to 
creative a truly “latin” style piece nor is the music supposed to have any native American references.  However, when 
developing musical ideas of a very basic nature the process can produce unexpected results where can cross many 
cultural boundaries.  Overall Tuahku is a work of continuous energy and virtuosity which is maintained even in its 
most lyrical moments.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          David Kechley
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